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General Education courses are required to address 2 – 4 of the Key Learning Objectives. This document was designed to provide ideas to faculty who are 1) teaching a General Education course and need to determine which key learning objectives are addressed in the course or 2) designing a course and looking for ideas for how to assess the key learning objectives or 3) have been teaching a General Education course for a long time and want to try something new. We know that most of these ideas are not new to faculty, but we hope this can help those who are just getting started, as well as provide a reference point. It is meant to be a living document and we welcome additional suggestions of assessments that address the key learning objectives. Contact loa@psu.edu.

	1. Effective Communication
The ability to exchange information and ideas in oral, written, and visual form in ways that allow for informed and persuasive discourse that builds trust and respect among those engaged in that exchange, and helps create environments where creative ideas and problem-solving flourish.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples

	· Debate
· Presentation that provides other students opportunities to interact with speaker/ask questions/ provide suggestions
· Blog that allows comments from other students
· Essay shared with others who can respond and interact with the author
· Graphic novel that is reviewed by peers
· Drawing, painting, sculpture, etc. peers interpret the message and discuss with artist.
· Research paper
· Case study shared with others and compared to other classmates’ case studies
· Video production shared with class to facilitate interaction

	Written communication
· Context and purpose
· Genre and disciplinary conventions
· Sources and evidence
· Syntax and mechanics

Oral communication
· Organization
· Language choice
· Delivery
· Supporting material
· Central message

Visual communication
· Context and purpose
· Central message
· Support of central message

-AAC&U VALUE rubrics - Oral communication, Written communication, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

	· Analyze a passage of argumentation on a current topic such as a book, magazine article, or letter to the editor. Highlight the main argumentative moves and interpret the moves. Evaluate the logic of the argument and discuss the strengths and weaknesses. 

· Analyze a communication piece using disciplinary criteria (article, newscast, performance, or visual). Deconstruct the communicative strategy employed (not the content/topic), and then produce an alternate presentation of the work and compare it to the original.

· Form teams of three people to conduct an oral communication role play which is recorded and submitted for assessment. The role play could be set within the context of a television interview – one member plays the part of the interviewer, one members plays the part an expert, the third member represents a client. Consider the demographics of the audience.
http://achievementmatters.com.au/amwp/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/University-2-Attachment-2-Bachelor-Oral-Communication.pdf

· Evaluate an algebraic or other mathematical expression. Work it out and write an explanation for someone else to follow.

· Use the “Journalist’s Questions” to explain a mathematical concept, such as regression – include who, what, when, where, how and why.
http://www.files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED544239.pdf

· View a parody (comedic or not) of a communication (written, visual, oral, or aural). Compare the parody to the original communication and identify aspects of the communication that make it an effective parody.  




	2. Key Literacies
The ability to identify, interpret, create, communicate and compute using materials in a variety of media and contexts. Literacy acquired in multiple areas, such as textual, quantitative, information/technology, health, intercultural, historical, aesthetic, linguistic (world languages), and scientific, enables individuals to achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, to lead healthy and productive lives, and to participate fully in their community and wider society.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples

	· Interpretation of a graph, table or formula
· Solution to a real-world problem using mathematical skills
· Answer a scientific or health-related question; include evaluation of the source of information
· Read and interpret an article about science, history, health, etc. 
· Reflect on a painting, a drawing, a poem, a movie, a song. Describe how it makes you feel and why you think the artist/author created it in a specific way. 
· Critique a statistical presentation by media sources
· Evaluate reference sources for quality and veracity of information
· Assess veracity of media presentations of information using verifiable supporting facts 

	· Determine information needed
· Access information effectively
· Evaluate information
· Use information for a purpose
· Use information appropriately (e.g. use of quotations, citations, paraphrasing, etc.)


-AAC&U VALUE rubrics - Information literacy, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics







	· Create a digital exhibit of artifacts from different historical eras based on a given theme. Write an essay defending why you selected these artifacts and linking them to readings. Present your exhibit to the class. 

· Isolate and critique arguments from articles, newspapers, or other sources in the field. Identify and evaluate the supporting evidence authors provide both explicitly and implicitly.  Explain why you do or do not accept assertions and supports.

· Stage a debate around a current event in class with pro and con panels. Students should be responsible for obtaining relevant information, including both electronic and paper resources. Consider asking students to argue a position opposite to their own.





	







	3. Critical and Analytical Thinking
The habit of mind characterized by comprehensive exploration of issues, ideas, artifacts, and events before accepting or formulating a conclusion. It is the intellectually disciplined process of conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to belief and action.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples 

	· Case study analysis/problem solution
· Text, data or issues analysis
· Research study
· Reflection
· Media (TV, print media, internet news, movies, videos, etc.) analysis and critique

	· Explanation of issues
· Evidence provided
· Influence of context and assumptions
· Student’s position
· Conclusions


-AAC&U VALUE rubrics - Critical thinking, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

	· Read five published movie reviews about your favorite American film from newspapers, magazines or trade journals. Watch and analyze the plot, content and form, stars and characters, genre, and impact on culture. After watching the movie, compare and evaluate the reviews.

· Assign a case study –  https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-teaching-strategies/guiding-students-think-critically-using-case-studies/

http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/CaseWritingGuide.pdf

http://sciencecases.lib.buffalo.edu/cs/


	












	4. Integrative Thinking
The ability to synthesize knowledge across multiple domains, modes of inquiry, historical periods, and perspectives, as well as the ability to identify linkages between existing knowledge and new information. Individuals who engage in integrative thinking are able to transfer knowledge within and beyond their current contexts.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples 

	· Composition paper that includes analysis of a complex idea or issue. Paper explores historical development and compares and contrasts how two diverse disciplinary perspectives or frameworks shed light on idea or issue. 
· Presentation, project or work that makes unique, creative connections between several disciplinary domains in order to produce the presentation, project or work. 


	· Connections to experience 
· Connections to discipline 
· Transfer 
· Integrated communication
· Reflection and self-assessment
-AAC&U VALUE rubrics – Integrative learning, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics  
-Interdisciplinary learning, http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/interdisciplinary/implementation_sub1.html); 
-Interdisciplinary writing rubric https://wwwp.oakland.edu/Assets/upload/docs/AIS/Boix-Mansilla-Rubric.pdf 

· Synthesis of connections among experiences outside of the classroom
· Conclusions that combining example, facts, or theories from more than one field of study
· Adapt and apply skills, abilities, theories or methodologies gained in one situation to a new situation
· identify strengths and limitations of different fields of study
· identify and evaluate relationships among fields of study
· develop comprehensive descriptions, multi-causal explanations, new interpretations or deeper explorations of issues through integration of concepts and frameworks
· analyze and reflect on insights gained from integrating multiple perspectives
-The Washington Center at The Evergreen State College, http://wacenter.evergreen.edu/assessment/assessingintlearning.html)

· View the course theme, issue, problem, or question from the perspective of two disciplines
· Perceive connections between the two knowledge domains that pertain to the course problem or theme
· Integrate conflicting disciplinary insights and viewpoints
· Produce a more comprehensive understanding of the course problem or theme and test it by proposing a holistic solution
- Repko, A.F. (Fall 2008). Assessing Interdisciplinary Learning Outcomes, Academic Exchange Quarterly, 171 – 178.
	· Integrate science and historical/cultural frameworks to examine literary works in several time periods.

· Integrate artistic and engineering frameworks to produce an object.

· Conduct a “Multiple Hats” exercise. Prompt students to discuss or write about disciplinary artifact such as a vase (or a poem, a play, a graph, or a performance) from multiple disciplinary perspectives.  Examine the vase wearing the hat of a sculptor, as a historian, as a classicist, as an anthropologist.  Compare the perspectives. Finally, describe the artifact using both perspectives.

· Ask students to interpret and summarize key works in the discipline as a practitioner of the discipline, then as the practitioner of another discipline (interpret a poem as a poet would, then as a copy editor OR read a portion of computer code as a programmer, then as visual artist), Compare how each practitioner may value, highlight, and discuss different aspects of the work. Interpret the work using both perspectives.

· Discuss a problem or theory from 2 disciplinary perspectives. Reflect on how the approaches apply to your own experiences or experiences of people close to you.





	5. Creative Thinking
The capacity to synthesize existing ideas, images, or expertise in original ways and the experience of performing, making, thinking, or acting in an imaginative way that may be characterized by innovation, divergent thinking, and intellectual risk taking.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples 

	· Research paper
· Lab report
· Musical composition
· Mathematical equation 
· Work of art
· Reflection on assignment
· Proposal for solving ongoing societal problem (e.g., poverty, public education, etc.)
· Strategic plan for a business or other organization, for future research in a field, for development of new technologies or products 


	· Creation of new object, solution or idea
· Taking risks
· Solving problems
· Integrate contradictions
· Innovative thinking
· Connecting, synthesizing and transforming

-AAC&U VALUE rubric - Creative Thinking, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

	· Create a digital exhibit of artifacts from different historical eras based on a given theme. Write an essay defending why you selected these artifacts and linking them to readings. Present your exhibit to the class.

· Reimagine a foundational academic article/artifact in the discipline as a comic, storyboard, play, poem, skit, or other creative form. “Perform” these reimagined works for peers and explain their development.  Work as a group to critique both product and process.

· Select a major idea (or theme, person, event) in the field and write a list of words critical to understanding or explaining it. In groups, one student must explain the idea to peers without using any of the words on the list while her peers attempt to guess the idea/person.  




	





	6. Global Learning
The intellectually disciplined abilities to analyze similarities and differences among cultures; evaluate natural, physical, social, cultural, historical, and economic legacies and hierarchies; and engage as community members and leaders who will continue to deal with the intricacies of an ever-changing world. Individuals should acquire the ability to analyze power; identify and critique interdependent global, regional, and local cultures and systems; and evaluate the implications for people’s lives.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples 

	· Analysis of current event article
· Case study analysis
· Essay
· Paper
· Video
· Travel log highlighting learning about topics listed

	· Articulate cultural identity in a global context
· Knowledge of cultural worldview frameworks, including influence of power 
· Analyze diverse perspectives
· Evaluate cultural influences 
· Analyze ethical, social and environmental consequences of global systems
· Understanding of global systems
· Apply knowledge in global contexts

-AAC&U VALUE rubric - Global learning, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics


	
· Find 3 artifacts that represent you as a cultural being. These artifacts must represent the things in your life that have contributed to the development of your beliefs and values about the world. Write a short autobiography that describes your identity from a cultural perspective. Describe how these beliefs affect your relationships. 

· Write an essay that compares and contrasts six readings that show how much the legal rights of women, the expectations for women, and assumptions about women varied from culture to culture. 

· As a representative of a non-governmental organization (NGO) working on indigenous issues, you need to educate other students about your NGO. Do this by composing a position paper that articulates problems or issues affecting indigenous people and possible solutions. Create and deliver a persuasive poster that encourages other students to get involved in the work of your NGO. 
-Savagian, J.C. (2016). The Globally Effective Citizen, Alverno     College. See https://www.assignmentlibrary.org/

· Conduct a “digital pilgrimage” using Google Maps, and develop a visit itinerary to a meaningful location related to a work or figure that is being studied in class.  For example, students might map out a trip to Paris to add to their understanding of the French Salons and the exchange of ideas during the French Revolution.  Using satellite imagery, students can add a sense of place and geography to their understanding of global issues.






	7. Social Responsibility and Ethical Reasoning
The ability to assess one’s own values within the social context of problems, recognize ethical issues in a variety of settings, describe how different perspectives might be applied to ethical dilemmas, and consider the ramifications of alternative actions. Individuals should acquire the self-knowledge and leadership skills needed to play a role in creating and maintaining healthy, civil, safe, and thriving communities.

	Assessment Ideas
	Suggested Scoring Criteria
	Examples

	· Analysis of current event article
· Case study analysis
· Essay
· Paper
· Video
· Plan of Action to bring attention to and/or find a solution to community issue





	· Ethical self-awareness
· Understanding different ethical perspectives
· Recognition of ethical issues
· Application of ethical perspectives
· Evaluation of ethical perspectives

-AAC&U VALUE rubric - Ethical Reasoning, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

· Diversity of attitudes from different cultures
· Connects disciplinary knowledge to civic life
· Reflects on civic engagement activities and accomplishments

-AAC&U VALUE rubric - Civic engagement, https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

· Cultural self-awareness
· Knowledge of cultural worldview frameworks
· Empathy
· Verbal and non-verbal communication
· Curiosity
· Openness

AAC&U VALUE rubric - Intercultural competence,
https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics
 
	· Present a health topic paper that includes the ethics and morality of new medical treatment options and their affordability for different socio-economic groups.  Reviewers evaluate student performance using a value rubric that includes learning outcomes related to ethical self-awareness, ethical issue recognition, and application of ethical perspectives/concepts.   

· Students can explore contemporary or historical moments or decisions in society by researching dominant and opposing viewpoints, summarizing them, and explaining those viewpoints orally or in writing.  Students can be asked to argue for or against such viewpoints to temporarily inhabit other’s social or ethical perspectives. 

· Students can select a relevant social, ethical, or moral question with relevance to their lives. Research the topic, including interviewing parents and grandparents (or other multi-generational figures) about their thinking about the question.  List actions that people could take to solve the problem as well as drawbacks to each action. Moral questions need not be contemporary, or “real,” but can be reflections of literature, history, art, or other sources they encounter in their studies.
(See Ball, T.C. (2016). The digital storytelling/8 key questions assignment. James Madison University, https://www.assignmentlibrary.org/assignments/573b8b6b0a7f8fee00000007 )

· Choose a type/dimension of social injustice. Gather evidence from at least six authoritative sources, such as peer-reviewed journals, books and articles written by scholars or websites written by scholars. Discuss the influence of historical period, religious belief, socioeconomic conditions, etc. Discuss actions people could/should take to address the inequality.
        (Jordan-Fleming, M.K. (2014). Summative Assessment Data from a Single Course-Embedded Artifact: The Senior Capstone. Mount St. Joseph University, https://www.assignmentlibrary.org/)

· Students can “inhabit” characters from works, or historical figures to imagine how such individuals would approach or evaluate contemporary moral problems.  




Additional Resources
DQP Assignment Library
You can search this website to find collegiate level course assignments in a variety of disciplines that align with the Gen Ed learning objectives.
http://www.assignmentlibrary.org/

AAC&U VALUE Rubrics
https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics
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