

	 Classroom Assessment Techniques	(CATS)



Background Knowledge Probe:  
Purpose:  To establish an effective starting point for instruction and to identify misconceptions 
		Please write down what you know about                               .
Focused Listing
Purpose:  To determine student recall of important points after a lesson
			In         minutes, please list important terms related to                                 .
Muddiest Point
Purpose:  To determine what students find to be most unclear after a lesson 
			What is the ‘muddiest point’ (i.e., the idea that’s most unclear to you)?
Minute Paper
Purpose:  To determine what students find significant and what is still unclear about a lesson 
With 2-3 minutes left to class, please briefly answer the following:
What was the most important thing you learned during this class? 
What important question remains unanswered?
Pro and Con Grid
Purpose:  To determine the depth and breadth of student’s analysis of a topic 
			List  [#]    pros and  [#]    cons of                                         .
Paraphrasing for a Specific Audience
Purpose:  To determine student’s ability to summarize important points  
			Paraphrase                        so that                    (audience) can understand it.
Critical Incident Questionnaire
Purpose:  To identify important instruction/learning moments
1. At what moment were you most engaged as a learner?                               
2. At what moment were you most distanced as a learner?
3. What action was most helpful?
4. What action was most puzzling or confusing?
5. What surprised you?


Concept Maps
Purpose:  To determine connections students are making between concepts
Place             (topic) in center of paper; diagram the related concepts.
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Problem Recognition Tasks
Purpose:  To determine student’s ability to recognize a problem, as a step toward solution
		Please determine what type of problem is depicted in each (mini case study) example.
Student Generated test questions
Purpose:  To determine what students think is important content, what a fair test question is, 
               and their ability to answer 
Based on the material about                       , write a test question.  It can be any type of question, but it should focus on what’s important.  Please provide the answer.
Applications Cards
	Purpose: To prompt students to connect newly learned concepts with prior knowledge
Please identify a NEW application of  _______  (principle/theory/procedure).

Source: Angelo, Thomas and Patricia Cross, 1993. Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook for College Teachers. Jossey-Bass, San Francisco. 
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