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Using Transparent Assignment Design to Boost Learning
Winkelmes et al. (2016) note that students benefit from having clear assignment instructions, including specifics on:
· The purpose of the assignment—how it helps students practice the learning objectives and why the assignment matters to their lives/learning
· The task—all steps involved in completing the assignment
· The criteria for success—including examples, if possible
Example statements are shown below.

PURPOSE—Example from written instructions given to students: 
All your life, you will need to evaluate the trustworthiness of information you see or hear on TV, on the Internet, in books, from friends, etc. Evaluating “truth claims” (things that a source says/implies are true) is a major learning objective in this course. This assignment gives you practice in evaluating truth claims.
TASK—Example from written instructions given to students:
There are four steps to this assignment:
a) First, in the assigned news article, circle each of the truth claims (things that the article says/implies are true).
b) Then, for each truth claim, underline the supporting evidence provided by the author. If there’s no supporting evidence, write a minus sign (-).
c) Then, for each piece of supporting evidence, write a rating: 1=source IS credible; 2=source is NOT credible; 3=I’m not sure.
[bookmark: _GoBack]d) In 75-150 words, explain why you think the news article is or is not credible overall. Refer to your ratings from step “c” above.
CRITERIA—Example spoken by instructor in class: 
“To help you prepare for the homework, today I’m going to show you two sample homework submissions that I created. For each one, I’ll discuss its strengths and weaknesses and why I would assign a particular grade to the work.”
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