


Worksheet: Materials to prepare as you complete the Practitioner level of the Penn State CIRTL certificate
Part 1: Equitable & Inclusive Teaching
1. Prepare/select strategies to address microaggressions that occur when teaching. [Write approximately 1 page describing strategies you think will be helpful in courses you are likely to teach in the future. The following readings contain useful background information.]
a. https://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/Understanding_microaggressions_in_Learning_Environments.pdf
b. https://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/Navigating_microaggressions_in_Learning_Environments.pdf 
2. Analyze a course for inclusivity & inclusive teaching practices [Write 3-5 pages total using the following instructions.]
a. You can use materials from a course you have TAed/taught, a course you have taken, or a course whose instructor shared materials with you for the purposes of this CIRTL project. Materials might include the course syllabus, assignment instructions, PowerPoint slides, etc. If you are discussing another instructor’s materials, do not identify the instructor by name.
b. Looking at items associated with inclusive teaching, which ones seem to most clearly present in the course? Do the course materials display any major gaps in relation to inclusivity and inclusive teaching practices? (Important: No course/instructor is able to do everything on the list.) 
c. Analyze the course materials for accessibility, and suggest accessibility solutions related to any items that would cause barriers for students with disabilities.
i. Suggestion: Use the accessibility checker built into Microsoft Office products. Note pros and cons of the accessibility level of the course materials and how any inaccessible elements should be fixed. You can also find detailed information at https://accessibility.psu.edu/ 
d. Select appropriate instructional strategies to create inclusive and equitable learning environments. Based on your analyses above, generate concrete suggestions for sustaining and/or increasing the inclusive and equitable aspects in the course you have analyzed. 
Part 2: Building Community
3. Develop a plan for building community in a course.
a. Read these resources related to promoting a sense of belonging
i. Cultivating belonging in learning environments
ii. Cultivating a sense of belonging throughout the semester
b. Generate concrete steps you can take as an instructor to build/promote a sense of community and belonging among your students in a specific course you are likely to teach in the future. [Write approximately 1 page.]
4. Actively participate in an existing learning community or develop a learning community associated with a teaching/learning project. [Write approximately 1 page describing what you learned from talking with others in the learning community.]
a. This could be through a supervised teaching experience (SUBJ 602, where “SUBJ” is the name of your discipline – e.g., PHYS 602).
b. Or it could be through an existing course (e.g., ENGR 888) or short course (e.g., the Schreyer Institute’s Course in College Teaching).
c. Or it could be through a group you organize (e.g., grad students in your department who gather monthly to chat about issues related to teaching).
Part 3: Evidence-based & Effective Teaching
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop either (a) or (b) as described in detail below. If you’d like feedback as you develop your materials, email CIRTL@psu.edu:
a. Create an accessible syllabus and content plan for a course that you are likely to teach as a graduate instructor or new faculty member. The syllabus and learning plan should include:
i. Learning objectives and outcomes that are aligned with a degree program curriculum and phrased appropriately.	
ii. Inclusive course content, teaching strategies, and assessment plans (this will require knowledge of inequities faced by students underrepresented in higher education without stigmatizing or making assumptions about them).	
iii. A rationale and a plan for creating a learning community (or communities) in the course.	
iv. Assessment methods that allow students to demonstrate their learning of course material.	
v. Explanations of the concept and value of academic integrity – i.e., syllabus language and a brief verbal script that could be used on the first day of a course	
vi. A plan for gathering feedback from students during the course.
b. Create a proposal for a course-focused intervention and research project to improve student learning (i.e., a SOTL project—Scholarship of Teaching and Learning). This proposal can be anything from helping to design a module for a course with high DFW rates to designing a study on assessing a learning intervention. You can receive guidance on planning your proposal from CIRTL@psu.edu. The proposal should include:
i. Background information from the literature on teaching and learning
ii. A research question focused on teaching and learning in the course	
iii. An approach to address the research question	
iv. A plan for gathering information about the project’s impacts on student learning
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